
Pluri Collaborates with Bar-Ilan University to Advance Cancer 
Immunotherapy for Solid Tumors, Supported by Israel Innovation 

Authority

• The Israel Innovation Authority will fund Pluri and BIRAD's collaboration to advance 
MAIT Cell Therapy, led by Professor Cyrille Cohen, Head of the laboratory of tumor 
immunology and immunotherapy at Bar-Ilan University

• MAIT cells hold immense potential for immunotherapy and the treatment of solid tumors 
compared to conventional T-cells, but their expansion has been a challenge until Pluri 
announced its proprietary MAIT immunotherapy platform in May 2024

• Global cancer immunotherapy market is expected to reach $312 billion by 2033

HAIFA, Israel – October 28, 2024 – Pluri Inc. (Nasdaq:PLUR) (TASE:PLUR) (“Pluri” or the 
“Company”), a leading biotechnology company that transforms cells into solutions, today 
announced that the Israel Innovation Authority (“IIA”) will fund Pluri’s collaboration with the Bar-
Ilan University Research and Development Company Ltd., ("BIRAD"), the commercial arm of 
Bar-Ilan University, to support the continued development of Placental Mucosal Associated 
Invariant T (“MAIT”) cells for solid tumors. MAIT cells are known to have unique advantages 
compared to conventional T-cells but have previously been difficult to expand and scale for 
clinical investigation and potential commercialization. MAIT cells are believed to be particularly 
suitable for the treatment of solid tumors, a significant unmet medical need. 

Under this collaboration, Prof. Cohen’s novel Siglec-based Chimeric Switch Receptors (“CCR”) 
will be integrated into Pluri’s CAR-MAIT cell therapy platform to significantly enhance CAR-
MAIT’s efficacy and tumor specificity. By leveraging the complementary strengths of both 
parties, Pluri’s expertise in the MAIT cell platform and the experience of Prof. Cohen’s group in 
developing clinically relevant and optimized T-cell genetic modification vectors, this 
collaboration is poised to advance innovative allogeneic cell therapies targeting solid tumors. 
The IIA will fund Pluri and BIRAD’s collaboration over the next year, with an option of funding an 
additional year. The goal of this collaboration is to effectively integrate both innovative 
technologies and advance to preclinical studies.

As announced in May 2024, Pluri leveraged two decades of cell expansion expertise and its 
proprietary technology to create a novel, patented method for expansion of immune cells. Pluri’s 
MAIT cells are isolated from healthy human placentas, a source rich in highly potent immune 
cells. Notable characteristics of Pluri’s placental MAIT cells include their potency as effector 
cells, their potential ability to target tumors through multiple mechanisms, and their expression 
of high levels of various chemokine receptors, which facilitate their migration to tumor sites. 
MAIT cells hold unique properties that minimize their likelihood of inducing Graft versus Host 
Disease (GvHD), a serious complication associated with other potential allogeneic products. 

“I’m thrilled to collaborate with Pluri on this innovative project to be supported by the Israel 
Innovation Authority,” said Prof. Cyrille Cohen. “By combining our patent pending Siglec-based 
receptor technology and our expertise in designing potent CAR vectors for clinical applications, 
together with Pluri’s advanced capabilities in cultivating MAIT cells, we aim to harness the 
unique biological properties of these cells. While immunotherapy has shown great success in 
treating blood cancers, an equivalent success has yet to be duplicated in solid tumor 

http://www.biu.ac.il/faculty/cohency
https://pluri-biotech.com/releases/unleashing-the-power-of-mait-cells-pluri-launches-novel-immunotherapy-platform-for-solid-tumor-cancer-treatment/
https://www.precedenceresearch.com/cancer-immunotherapy-market
https://pluri-biotech.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/1712559423_1712556002_Pluri_PR_on_immune_patent_FINAL_FOR_RELEASE.pdf


malignancies. This collaboration offers the potential to overcome that challenge by creating 
powerful, off-the-shelf CAR T-cell therapies that specifically target solid tumors.”

“For over two decades, our team has been at the forefront of cell therapy research. We are 
excited to partner with BIRAD to combine our MAIT platform with Prof. Cohen's innovative CCR 
technology,” said Yaky Yanay, Chief Executive Officer and President of Pluri. “This promising 
collaboration, recognized by the Israel Innovation Authority for its innovative potential, will help 
us create more effective immunotherapies for patients with solid cancer. We appreciate the IIA's 
support in making this possible”.

Total Addressable Market
The global cancer immunotherapy market was valued at $111 billion in 2023 and is expected to 
surpass $312 billion by 2033, poised to grow at a compound annual growth rate of 10.9%.

About Pluri Inc.
Pluri™ is pushing the boundaries of science and engineering to create cell-based products for 
commercial use and is pioneering a biotech revolution that promotes global well-being and 
sustainability. The Company’s technology platform, a patented and validated state-of-the-art 3D 
cell expansion system, advances novel cell-based solutions for a range of challenges— from 
medicine and climate change to food scarcity, animal cruelty and beyond. Pluri’s method is 
uniquely accurate, scalable, cost-effective and consistent from batch to batch. Pluri currently 
operates in the regenerative medicine, foodtech and agtech fields. The Company also offers 
CDMO services. Pluri establishes partnerships that leverage the Company’s proprietary 3D cell-
based technology across various industries that require effective, mass cell production. To learn 
more, visit us at www.pluri-biotech.com or follow Pluri on LinkedIn and X (formerly known as 
Twitter).

About BIRAD
BIRAD – Research & Development Company Ltd. was established in order to translate new 
inventions made at Bar-Ilan University into useful products that can be effectively 
commercialized, thus strengthening the economy, promoting innovation and improving lives.
BIRAD’s innovative approach, combined with Bar-Ilan University’s rapid growth leading Israel’s 
growth in students’ number, including the largest Nanotechnology center in Israel and new 
Medical School in Safed, provides BIRAD with a wide range of opportunities. Thus, BIRAD 
(https://birad.biz/) offers corporate partnerships and alliances, intellectual property management, 
and technology commercialization through venture creation and licensing.

Safe Harbor Statement
This press release contains express or implied forward-looking statements within the Private 
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 and other U.S. Federal securities laws. For example, 
Pluri is using forward-looking statements when it discusses the development of MAIT cells and 
their potential advantages, the potential size of the global cancer immunotherapy market, the 
integration of CCRs into Pluri’s CAR-MAIT cell therapy platform and the potential benefits 
resulting from the collaboration between Pluri and BIRAD. These forward-looking statements 
and their implications are based on the current expectations of the management of Pluri only 
and are subject to a number of factors and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ 
materially from those described in the forward-looking statements. The following factors, among 
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others, could cause actual results to differ materially from those described in the forward-looking 
statements about Pluri: changes in technology and market requirements; Pluri may encounter 
delays or obstacles in launching and/or successfully completing its clinical trials, if necessary; its 
products may not be approved by regulatory agencies, its technology may not be validated as it 
progresses further and its methods may not be accepted by the scientific community; it may be 
unable to retain or attract key employees whose knowledge is essential to the development of 
its products; unforeseen scientific difficulties may develop with its processes; its products may 
wind up being more expensive than it anticipates; results in the laboratory may not translate to 
equally good results in real clinical settings; its patents may not be sufficient; its products may 
harm recipients or consumers; changes in legislation with an adverse impact; inability to timely 
develop and introduce new technologies, products and applications; loss of market share and 
pressure on pricing resulting from competition, which could cause the actual results or 
performance of Pluri to differ materially from those contemplated in such forward-looking 
statements. Except as otherwise required by law, Pluri undertakes no obligation to publicly 
release any revisions to these forward-looking statements to reflect events or circumstances 
after the date hereof or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events. For a more detailed 
description of the risks and uncertainties affecting Pluri reference is made to Pluri’s reports filed 
from time to time with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Media Contacts
Investors: investor.relations@pluri-biotech.com
Israel Media: Shachar Yental at shacharye@gitam.co.il
U.S. Media: Jessica Daitch at Jessica@quantum-corp.com  
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